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SEVEN POEMS FROM THE MIDDLE AGES 


With joy did we bid welcome to 
The lengthy winter’s night 
I and an admirable knight, 
His will has fled from him. 


His joy and mine did he foretell 

In coming to an end 

With certain gladness and much love 
He’s how I’d have him be. 


II 


As two loving hearts 

Began a dance 

Like arrows darted forth their glance 
They gazed at one another. 

Like arrows darted forth their glance 
Asifthey had no cares, 

In silent yearning do they think 

Oh, to lie near to thee. 


1081 


Oh, were my love a spring so cool 
Which bubbled from a stone, 

If I were then the deep green woods 
l’d drink it thirstily, 

It should flow on unendingly 

And totally engulf me, 

Yesterday, now, forevermore, 
Eternally in ecstasy. 


IV 


This star in the dark heavens 
See, veiled, how it does hide, 
Do likewise, lovely lady, 

If ever MOouU Sec. 

And if your eye should wander 
Upon another man, 

Yet nobody can fathom 


Just what we two have shared. a 


Translated by George Sturm 


V 


On a morning fair in May 

Did I early arise, 

In a garden in bloom 

Did I go to play, 

And there I found three maidens, 
One started to sing 

The other one too 

Singing “harbalorifa’”. 


When I saw the lovely leaves 

In the garden in bloom 

And I heard the dulcet sound 
Of the maidens fine, 

My heart quickened so 

That I sang along: “harbalorifa”. 


Then I greeted the very fairest 

Among the maidens three, 

I slid my arm around her waist 
And wanted then 

To kiss her on the lips 

When she spoke: ‘“Don’t touch, 
Don’t touch me, harbalorifa.” 


VI 


I think that I have mourned enough 
We should now to the meadow go 
And many lovers’ games there play 
While watching the fair flowers grow. 


Ttell to thee, I tell you true, 


Come, love, with me, oh do. 


Sweet love, wouldst thou my lover be 
And make for me a wreath of flowers 
Which any man would proudly wear 

While showing girls his magic powers. 


I tellto thee. etc. 


vu 


I sleep, I wake, I walk, I stand, 
My being have you captured, 
I seem to see thee constantly 
My heart have you enraptured. 


How wondrous fair your features are, 
Gone is my relaxation 
On earth and all creation. 


Frauentanz 


Sieben Gedichte des Mittelalters. 


Aufführungsrecht vorbehalten. 
Droits dexecution reserves. 


Kurt Weill, Op. 10. 
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